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O D D S .A N D E IIJ D S - F I N A L E D I T I O l'I 
By Gerry Allison 

OLD BOY'S COLLECTORS CCNVENTIOilJ~ At la st it looks like coming off -
the long di s cussed conference for members of our Hobby. The date 
planned is Easter 1962, and the venue ~1atlock, situated in the loveli-
est part of Derbyshire, at an hotel run by one of our circle. · 

During the day we shall have outi ngs to local beauty spots - Chats
worth, Haddon Hall, Tl1e Peak, etc ~, whilst the evenings will be devoted 
to tal ks , discussions, games and competitions , 1'ti th swapping sessions, 
and all the chinwag the heart can desire! 'JayGe e ' writes: "I like 
the idea. I had the first Science Fiction Convention at my hotel just 
after the war, and it is still remembered by all the old-timers of the 
S-F world . Their meetings have now gro 1m into a great affair, where 
they take over a number of hotels in a town for their Annual get-to
gether." 

v/atch the pages of the 1Coll ec.tors' Digest' for more ne,.,s of this 
forth-coming event. 

t-1AGNET I'lO. §84. No! It has not turned up. You will see an appeal else 
where in this number for the ber ef t librarian. In a letter, Bill Lofts 
says: "This is really fantastic, Gerry! This number of the Magnet has 
been sought after by at least three collectors for many years. I can 
quite understand your dismay. Can your copy be identified, in case 
such a number is eventually offe re d to those collectors who have been 
seeking it for so long." 

Well, that doesn't sound vecy hopeful, but I was always an 
optirnj st. 
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POSTSCRIPr TO THE POPULARITY CONTEST. At Chesterfield, besides the 
draw for the 23 runners - (Doreen Hodgson got Harry \fuarton) - our 
'resident turf-accountant' John Jarman, made up a book for the field. 
The odds he offered ranged from 6/ 4 on Harry i·lharton, to 5000/ 1 on the 
vrhole of the non-Hamiltonian runners put together! John certainly 
knows his Popularity Stakes! 

L'ENVOI. This column began in December 1959 as a tribute to t he memory 
of my friend Herbert Leckenby. I ,.,anted to do my little bit to keep 
his beloved 'C. D.' going. 

But now as th e Magazine stands four-square to all the winds that 
blow, thanks largely to it s new editor, and as I am under doctor's 
orders to take things easy, I think the time has come to say good-bye. 
I have enjoyed writing these snippets each month, and hope they have 
pleased you. I would like to thank all v1ho hav e written to me, even 
if in disagreement. 

So now· I will say - ' Good Collecting and Happy Reading. 1 

Yours sincerely , 

* * * * *** * * * -l(· 

JACK WAS THE BOY! 
By Tom Hopperton 

Who was the most famous schoolboy of them all? Note the tense, 
and think twice before you say "Billy Bunter. 11 Even if the younger 
Harms·worth did r ead "The I•iagnet" r egularly he did not rename Fleetvray 
House "Bunter House" , but Edwin J. Brett proudly dubbed 6 \1est Harding 
Street 'Harkavray House", and Bracebridge Hemyng's identity was so far 
submerged in his characters that he was r eferred to as "Harka way" by 
both his friends and himself. 

Besides , Bunter is a mere stripling compar ed with Jack H.arka"l'ray, 
who is ninety this month. He began his extend e d race on 19th August, 
1871, 11hen the cover story of "Boys of Engl and ", :No. 249 , was "Jack 
Harkaway's Schooldays," by the author of "Eton Schooldays", "Lif e at a 
Public School", "The Hidden City", etc. His popularity vraS both 
st riking and instantaneous. Brett did not follow his usual policy of 
waiting anything up to a couple of years before re-issuing a serial in 
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penny numbers . By October he had rushed .out both the "Schooldays" and 
"Jack Harka1"1ay Aft er Schooldays" in volume fonn, although only about 
half the first story had as yet appeared in "Boys of England . " 
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pretty cool , as 
but they did at 
for his work. 

• 

·. 

Even more convincing 
proof came from across the 
Atlantic, where the stories 
has been promptly pirat ed • 
The pirate, Frank Leslie , of 
"The Boys I and Girls ' Weekly" 
was so impressed by the en
thusiasm arous ed that he 
hauled down the Black Flag 
and offered good doll ars to 
tempt Hemyng to the U.S.A. 
with an exclusive contract . 
The salary - a reputei 
~10,000 a year - was then 
enormous, and can not often 
have been exceeded in late r 
years . From 1873 to 1876, 
Jack disported himself among 
Redskins and pirates in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

These American stories 
were r eprinted here by t he 
:anroetts, who did nothing to 
smooth their acrimonious 
rivalry with Brett by ad
vertising : "The HOGARTH 
HOUSE edition of Jack Hark
aw·ay by Bracebridge Hemyng 
is the ORIGINAL EDITION fully 
illustrated - the cheapest , 
most complete and entrancing 
edition published. " This was 

Brett had 16 vol umes in his list , and they had only seven, 
least give Hemyng, with whom they were friendly , credit 

Thi s was just as well . Argument about substitute authorship did 
not originate with "The l:ilagnet11 and there were rumours that Heroyng's was 
not the only hand. There can be no real doubt in the matter, but l·rett 1s 
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disingenuous tricks did much to cloud the issue . He was reluctant to 
share any kudos accruing from a story by naming h:i:s authors ; and with 
Harkaway he went a step further . Right down to the ' ni neties, each 
re - i ssue was headed: "Edwin J . Brett ' s J ack P.a.rkaway, etc , " and he was 
fond of such specious state ments as that which ended "Harkaway and IIis 
Boy Tinker" (and did Harry Maxwell drav1 a hint from that for Blake ' s 
assistant?). "In bringing to a conclusion the long se ries of Harkaway 
stories, Mr. Edwin J . Brett ••• (than.~s the readers) . To invent the 
plot and incidents has been a la bour of love on the part of Mr . E. J . 
Bre t t ••• " The modicum of truth in this \'las th at }1e had incensed 
Hemyng by continual int erfer ence, but i f the obj ect was not to per 

suade the unwitting re ader that Brett was t he author, how can it be 
expl ained? 

The "Schooldays" was kept standing in print for over thirty 
years , as were th e companion volumes in which Jack went to Oxford, 
Australia , China, Greece, .America, and most othe r of "the round world

1
s 

imagin ed corners ." 
How many times th ey were re - is sued in penny and ha l fpenny numbers 

baffles all r eckoning . In addition , there is a mass of material which 
was never reprint ed , poured out by Bra cebridge Hemyng until his death 
in 1901 , when Jac k was creating havoc among t he Boers . 

There was an element of deception in this . No author had yet 
grasped th at it ·was even possib le ,. much less desira ble , to keep a boy 
in the Fourth Fonn for fifty years . Heroes grew up, and Jack had so 
many adventures that he aged more quickly than most . By 1900 , when he 
should nominally have been about forty - fiv e , he was a white-haired old 
man, and it 1'/'as his grandson who saved us in t h.e Boer War. Ther e were , 
in fact, thr ee Harkaways, but it made no appreciable difference to the 
stories . If ever his t ory repeate d it sel f, it did with Jac k I, Jac k II 
and Jack: III , and we can think of the m collectively as Jack Harkaway -
th e most remarkable a.~d outst andi ng succes s in boys ' fiction of the 
nineteenth century , and the char acter held most in -veneration by the 
sadly thirming r anlcs of his staunch followers. 

* * * *· *** * * * * 
THE HARD COVER SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS 

By ~l. J. A. Hubbard -
No. 1. "The Bending of a Twig" by Desmond Coke. 

"The Ben:ling of a Twig" was originally publish ed in 1900 and has 
1?. ~.Yf.n ... ;r;:.~.P. :r.. i. n t. ff-g,., ... ra. 1J.i :!i.l?. .... & ... ,ijWlJ~.~r. .... 9. f. .... t. ;i,m ~. iil .... ~;i, ;g,9, ~ ., ...• w bi~ :bi ... l .li. (;!. v. ~ ~ .... no. ... d oJJ. 1" t .... Qr 
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:i:te popularity. As it is dedicated to the author's Housemaster at 
Shrewsbury from 1893 to 1899, it rather suggests it was possibly a 
maiden effort on Mr. Coke's pa.rt. If this is so then it is a remark
ably fine one. 

It concerns one, Lycidas Marsh, and his career at Shrewsbury 
School from th e time of his entry as a new boy until the time he leaves 
as a Monitor and th e Head of his House. The son of a poet - which ex
plains the choic e of CJmle - he has never been to .school or enjoyed the 
company of other boys before entering Shrewsbury, a disadvantage which 
his mother endeavours to correct by giving him a number of school 
stories to read. The opening chapters of t he book, describing Lycidas' 
parents and home life, are finely written with some brilliant satirical 
touches. His attempts, at th e start of his scl1ool care er, to live up 
to the standard of the herces who feature i11 tl1e school stories he has 
r ead are also very convincingly portrayed . Persona l ly I suspect that 
many of the experie nces of Lycidas Marsh are those of Mr. Coke himself. 

Much of the charm of the story lies in the fact that Lycidas is 
portrayed as merely an average boy both in work and play . We r ead of 
no exce ptional feats on the playing fields as these are reserved for 
the villain (so called) of the story - Russell - and they happen "off 
stage." The yarn is concerned l<Ti th the curious duel between these two 
charact ers - a duel b~tween an average boy - rather uncertain and un
sure of himself - and a brilliant athlet e who despises him from th e very 
beginning. All the other ch9.racters - even the Housemaster, Mr. Alton -
who gives Lycidas his chance to make good - are rather shadowy figures. 
Tl1e story is psychological and confinns to type in that there i s no 
happy endi ng; Yiarsh and Russell remain opposites to the very end and 
there can be no compromise with th em on any point. Yet the yarn is a 
r ealistic study of school life and is not by any means out of its 
ele ment today. 

"The Bending of a Twif$" can be ver;r fairly compared with such 
stories as "Martin Blaize" tE. F. Benson) and "Jeremy at Crale" (Sir 
Hugh. 1'lalpol e) , novels on school life which were never really intended 
for youthful Clnsumption. It would therefore appear to be, to a boy, 
rat l1er a dull yarn. As to its place in literature of this type, however, 
th ere can be little doubt, and if it r eally was a first book then it 
·was th e very- worthy beginning to the career of a very fine writer. 

* * * * * 
THIS F101TTH 'S COVER 

Tiu.s mor1t h 's brilliant cover drawing comes from Harry ~lebb of 
Bucy St • EdDlu eds · ·f•nJ,,,., .. 1111,,111111,,.,..,, 1111,1111111 ,, .. ,, .,,,o '"' '"""1,11111,,11,., 111"""'""'"'"" "' .," '' ''"'',.'" II""''' '"""'""' ""'"01111111,u.,,u,,,, "'II" 
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efson Co[umn 
1X)NDUG"'TED BY JACK WOOD 

With the holiday season now in full swing , thoughts turn nat 
urally to th e friends with 1,1hom one will go, or to those new fri ends 
one will make. Reuben Godsave has some pertinent observations to 
bring us concerning schoolboy friendships . 

• • • • • • • • • 

f1UTU.AL ATTACIDIBNT 
By R. J. Godsave 

Many friendships formed at school do not endure beyond one ' s 
schooldays . Perhaps , this is because many of th e so called friend 
ships are a mutual desire to avoid that loneliness that can beset one 
during thos e impressionable years . 

In the 1felson Lee Library, E. S . Broolra gave his readers various 
examples of friendships . That of Handforth, Church and McClure is one 
that I would say , v1ould extend well beyond their schooldays . 

A most difficult fellow to get on with , Handforth possessed 
vi r tues which counteracted his vices, if one can call obstinacy , 
hasty temper, etc ., vices . Both Church and McClure were aware of this, 
and made the necessary allowances which \vas the keystone of their 
friendship . 

Althoug h Handforth knocked his chums about , he would not allow 
anyone else to do so, being fond of them both in his way. The major~ty 
of times , Church and McClure fell in with Handforth's whims and pecu 
liar ide as . This saved an awful lot of trouble , and they were at hand 
to rescue him from some of the results of his follies . Thus, it was 
from a sense of duty to look after hiip that caused them to be an in 
separable trio . 

Another friendship v1hich woul d last through the years is that of 
Nipper , Tregellis-111est and \fatson . I would say that it was based on 
respect for each other . Nipper had an extremely high opinion of the 
sagacity possessed by Tregellis -West . Watson, though not particularly 
bright , was a loyal friend . 

In the earl i er !~elson Lee ' s, Fullwood before his reformation, 
was the leader of Study A in the Ancient House and friendly with bis 
study mates , Gull iver and Bell. This friendship would not last , as 
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Fullwood held them both, somewhat, in contempt. 
Generally, the occupants of a study would fonn a friendship which 

would only last as long as they were in that study ~ If a boy dislil;:ed 
another inmate of the study, he would, if possible, move out or just 
tolerat e the other. (I used to come in contact with a man who aroused 
in me a sense of dislike. But I found over the years of associating 
with him that he possessed certain qualities which I came to admjre, 
and that subsequently, my sense of dislike vanished.) 

Few school friendships survive into adult life , although there 
will always be the exception. 

* * * * * *** * * * * * 
MAGNETS FOR SAlE. Numbers 1182, 1183 (sub-standard). Also numbers 1521, 1537, 1538, 
1539, 15ljo, 15~1 (aver age copies) . Also 21 nunt>ers between 1625 to 1675 (mint and near 
mint copies). G. Lt,""Tl'E'l, 27 HE:ATHER. CWSE, KINGS\.KJOD,. BRISTOL. 
,11,,, u , 111,11111, .. , , , , ,1, 1,1u u111f !l!lillllll/l/lUl!llllllflf H l!fllllllillllf/ll l ll Hl li ll 1III HJ1HJll!tl'l'lUi l ll"•"l"lf' l ' ' " ' ""'" ' •'" ' ll"" U"ll"l" ' '' ' '""" " 'l "" "'"' " '""' '''""' ' '" " ' ' ' " " ' H ' '" ' '''" '' 

CHANGE OF ADDRF.sS. Erle Lawrence's new address is 11GREYFRIARS", HOlLYBlEH RISE, -WOKINGHAM, BERKS. 
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FOR SAlE: Magnets ard Gems 1927 - 39. Nelson Lees, Monster Libraries, s.o.L.•s al l 
years. Please send numbers required to: 
D. J

0 
ADLEY, 124 COLES CRESCENT, SOIJl'H HARROW, MIDDSX. 
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MY DUPLICATE No. 1 Magnet in good condition offered in eschange tor the following nunbers 
28, 39, 648, 768, T/1, 773, 933, 1c66 or £1 ottered for each. Write: 
WFTS, 56 SHERINGHAl1 HOI.EE, ST. MARYLEBONE, WNOON, N.W.1. 
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24 GRAINGERS L/INE, CRADLEY HEATH, STAFFS. HOLIDAY ANNUAU3 1920, 1921, 1922 wanted. 
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WANTED: GEtE 407; most issues between 412 and 500; most issue s between 772 and 842; 
935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 980, 984, 985, 986, 989, 990, 992, 993, 998, 1129, 1150. 
!'1AGNETS 45, 52, 134, 136, 141, 195, 205, 238, 239, 277, 318, 319, 344, 345, 346, 347, 
35; , 357, 358, 400, 417, 422, 435, 439, ql.J6, 469, 719, 752, 773, 809, most issues between 
a12 and890,900,~,~.m.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~8, 
996. POPULARS 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 466, 474. 
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOU3E, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SmREY. 
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WANTED: s.O.L's Nos. 6o and 68. Modern Boy No. 239. Magnet Nos. 829, bo2-865, 867, 868, 
869, 874, 876, 877, 879, 884, 893, 896, 897, 900. 
DR. R. WILSCJ!, 100 BRootFIE:W ROIJ), GLASGCW, N.1 • 
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WANTED: sexton Blake Librari es 1st series Nos. 11, 17. 37, 105, 109, 111, 198, 201, 219, 
2t1d's ertes Nos. 293, 296, 306, '422, 474, 1¥35, 520, 667. ll'lion Jacks Nos. 689, 691, 693, 
702, 704, 711, 721, 725, 7%, 740, 785, 786, 787, 788, 789, 790, 793, 798, 800, 8~, 803, 
809, 811, 813, 814, 818, 819, 1041, 1c:64, 1098, 1390. 
ms. J. PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST D!lllICH, l.ONOON, s.E.22. 
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SPECIAL FOR NEXT l1)NTH - RDIXON HAWKE AND THE TH0!1SON PAPERS." A tr eat not to be 
missed. 
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKIW~-

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

Further to otu- editor's opening paragraph in the July C.D. con
cerning Bill Lofts I interview· with "Pierre Quiroule ·', it is with my 
grateful thanks to Bill that I have the pleasure this month in pre
senting the first instalment of his article. 

Like Eric, I have always rated "Pierre Qu.iroule 11 as one of the 
finest of the pre-war Blake writers (my own collection of the S.B.L.'s 
includes all the original P. Q. stories and many of the reprints), and 
although I have lmown the author '·s real name for a number of years it 
comes as a pleasan t surprise to learn that he is still with us ••• I 
am sure that many of you will agree when I say it I s a pity his stories 
are not ! 

* * * * * * * * * 
I 11'1.ENr PIERRE Q,UIROULE 

By tl . O. G. Lofts 

JOSIE PACK}1AN 

"Let's go and see old Sexton Blake" said the newspaper man to 
Basil Reynolds, as they dro ve through the country roads of Buckingham
shire. His companion nodded, and soon they were speeding down narrow 
lanes and through small villages until they came to a hostelry. The 
host, 11Sexton Blalce11, greeted them warmly. An elderly, most friendly 
sort of man, he was soon talking about his favourite topic, Sexton 
Blake, and all three enjoyed a most entertaining evening. 

The host, nicknamed 'Sexton Blake ', was a very popular writer 
in the'twenties and 'thirties, especially for his stories featuring 
the famous detective. The reader l'l'ho is not familiar with the name 
W. W. Si-1.YER - his real name - will certainly recognise his nom-d e
plume "Pierre Quiroule", in the opinion of the writer one of the most 
br illian t of all pre -war authors of Sexton Blake stories. 

The above event happened as long ag\as 1946, and with W.W. 
Seyer being described at that time as "an erly man", it ·was more 
than likely that - like the great majority fold Blake authors - he · 
had since passed on. A telephone call to the hostelry in question 
brought the disappointing news that 'Sexton Blake ' was no longer Mine 
Host , and thus it seemed that another interesting story and fresh 
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information on Blake lore had been lost through the passing of ti me. 
Perseverance, however, won the day. Reversing, as it ~,ere , the 

newspaper rep orter's business as a seeker of news, I succeeded in 
tracing this reporter, who knew W. ~l. Sayer inti mately but who had been 
out of touch with Basil Reynolds for years. He ,.,as now an editor on 
one of the Sunday newspapers, and within a short time I not only re
ceived the welcome news that 'Sexton Blake' was still vecy much alive, 
but lived in retirement not far from his former r esidence! 

A bus ride from outside the historical Windsor Castle and through 
the heart of Windsor Great Park saw me al most outside th e home of W. W. 
Sayer, and withi n a few minutes I was greeting I Pierre Quiroule' in 
person and giving him news of old fri ends and colleagues of his in 
those .Amalgamated Press days. Of medium height, lean build and fresh 
complexion (and with a hair style simil ar to that of Sexton Blake as 
depicted by Eric Pc.rker), the most striking feature about him is lri.s 
shrewd, light-blue eyes - which instantly re minded me of 'Granite Grant.' 
Extremely fit and active, Mr. Sayer looks years younger than would be 
expected of one who will be 70 early next year. 

It will be r eadily apJ_)reciated that during the course of over 
three hours conversation, I not only learned many things of general 
interest but also quite a lot in particular concerning t he 1m tings of 
w. \i. Sayer - aJjas 'PieITe Quiroule.' Her e , then, for th e ben efit of 
readers of Blar,.iana, is a full account of t hat meeti ng and the inform
ation gleaned therefrom. 

WALTER WILLI.A11 SAYER was born at Forest Hill, London, S.E. in 
March 1892 - a. district, curiously enough, within a stone's throw of 
the home of our Conductress of Blakiana. 

After attending several local sc.li.ools, r·Ir. Sayer became a pupil 
of grey-coated Roan School at Greenwich Vill age . Good at mathematics 
and writing, he edited th e school magazine. He pro bably inherited some 
of his writing ability from his gr andfathe r , 'l!l. F. Sayer, who was 
manager of the Islington Commercial School, Fro g Lar1e , !few Tiorth Road, 
London (now non-exis~t) and formerl y a master at Kings l and Birkbeck 
School. He was also a poet of some r epute - hi s works ar e to be found 
in the British 1·1useum. Strangely enough , th e father of 'Pierre Quiroule' 
had no literacy as pirations at all and was, for most of his life, an 
ordinary shipping cl erk. 

Upon leaving school W.W. Sayer went to work in the City at the 
Midland Bank which stood opposite the 'Cock Tavern' in Fleet Street, 
E. C. (These premises have since been demolished). Thus, at a very 
early age he was within a stone's throw of the mighty .Amalgamated Press 
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where, in later years, he was to become so well known for his excellent 
work . 

Mr. Sayer has an excellent memory and can well remanber those 
1king pins' of Sexton Blake writers in 1909 and 1910, W. :M. Graydon and 
G. H. Teed, having an account at the branch of the bank where he was 
second cashier and paying -i n large sums of money each week - sometimes 
around £100, When one considers what that was worth in relation to to
day, it will readily be seen what good money an author whose work was 
prolific in those days could earn . It was no wonder, then , that young 
W. ,1. Sayer - whose salary was only £2. per week - thought he would like 
t .o try his hand at story-writing, and his chance came when he met 
William H. Back, then a Managing Editor and later Director of the 
.Amalgamated Press Ltd. 

The very first stories that ~l. W. Sayer wrote were for the old 
paper "PLUCK" and featured Detective Inspector Will Spearing of Scc.t 
land Yard (it seems that stories introducing Spearing were vlri tten by 
a number of people) . He also wrote for the GIRL'S REAil~ under the name 
of tBessie Ducane 1 , the editor of this paper being none other than 
Crichton :r;Iiln, who penned hundreds of girls fiction stories under the 
name of ' Madge Crichton', and also wrote a single story for the Sexton 
Blake Library . Other c ontributions by W. W. Sayer were for TITBITS 
and TUBBY HAIG LIBRARY. 

The first vlorld War broug ht a halt to his writing career when he 
joined up and served his country on tho battlefields of France. On 
demobilisation, he set up in a small offi ce in Fleet Street as a free 
lance vlriter . Late in 1919 he was asked to write a story for the S. B. L. 
In this story he featured a character of his own creation - 'Granite 
Grant' - the title of the yarn was "The Case of the King 's Spy," arid 
it w·as publis hed in the S.B.L. in 1920 (No. 110 1st series). Mr . 
Sayer is of the opinion that this was a very poor effort, though many 
r eaders - inc l uding myself - may beg to differ! He had no int ention ' 
of continuing to feature 'Gr ant ' in later stories, and so married him 
off to a beautiful actress; but such was th e demand from read ers , for 
more stories of 'Grant I that he v,as compelled - by a I twist 1 in a later 
plot - to make him appear a bachelor again. ' r-1ademoi selle Juli e I made 
her initial appearance in his second story for the S.B .L. entitled "The 
Mysterious Wireless Message," and she and I Grant I made the ideal pair of 
Secret Service agents . Neither of these characters was based on any 
person h.,iown to 11r. Sayer, though the type may have been known to him 
during his se1'Vice in the war. 

(To be continued) 
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The Case or th e Murdered Commissionaire (Pnrvale} 
The Abyssinian Mystery 
The Secret Inques t 
The Soho car e Crime (G. Grant, Mdlle Jt:J t e ) 
(Reprint of 2nd s eri es No. 5) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

H. E. Hill 

A. J . Hunter 
H. H. c. Gibbons 
w. W. Sayer 
w. J. Bayfield 
J. G. Brandon 
H. H. C. Gibbons 
o. H. Teed 
A. S . Hardy 
R. Hardinge 
J . o. Brandon 
w. J. Bayfield 
w. Shute 
F'. Warwick 
It . c. Armour 
o. Verne r 
w. w. Sayer 

J . G. Brandon 
H. H. c. Gibbons 
W. J . Bayf ield 
w. w. Sayer 

WANTED URGENTLY: 11Por,Ulars" 2nd se r i es. Any issu es between numbers 170 and 26o . Very - . . 
good price offered . 
L. PACKUAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DUI..WICH , LONDOtJ , S.E.22 • 
., 11 , H I U tl tll 1 , llj II II Hii i llt l ti 11 1111 I /I Ii I JI 11!I1111 111111 111! lf! IH I I / I " il ll Ufll H lfl! U f lfl/ /lfH I l!I !Ulll t r H IIIII !I I llll l l l fll II Hll !I I• UII/H I IO" lll !I I / H /l f ll l!f !I IIJ l 1'1 +t1 1f ll lf • 1 ti I J l ( Hlf • U/ 1"• II " IUl!h /lf l ll ' l /o 

WANTED: -- S.0 . L's 42, 258. Nels on Lee lfo. 130 (old seri es) . Your price paid plus 
postage . 
on}Y. 

The advertiser has some s . O.L's , Nelson Lees , Gems and Magnets ror exchange 
BRIA."i HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND. 

' ' " , 1111 Ii'" , , 111 II" l"I , . , . 11 •£111>111\ IUHII H , , u 11 •• II llfilt l lltltlUtlUI !I II l tll lH HI U I I t lltll II HI IUfll lfll •• •1 111111 ii 111111, 11,1t11 111111, 1, 1, , ,u 11 U lllt lU! ti ,11 11111, 111111, 11 t , H "" •ul " ' '"'"" , ., , , l f f-l U •J lf (HI 

WANTED: Popul ars 120 , 153 , 160, 162 , 163 , 168 , 169 , 217, 219 . Any pink Union Jacks 
prior to 1917 . Sexton Blake Libraries , first series 1 , 2, 4 - 7 , 9 , 11. 12 . 14 , 15, 19, 
21 - 27, 29 - 32 , 34 - 64 • . Fair condition; please st a te price., 
s. G. SlilAN, 51 , BEATTY AVENUE, VICTORIA PARK EAST, WESTERN Alll'mALIJ... 

•J I 1111111111 flull f I H i t Jil l ff I I 1l l f11lt 11111 !I ll 111 ti 11111111 I l l • II II.f l II !!H II II 1111 lil t II 111111 lltil 111 l lf ll 11111111• II !1111111 o Ill UIJ I HII Ult 1l l l l f!f 1t !I !l l llt • II II HIUHll •ti l lt l •lt r• o ll o,t oti, o llll l( tflfll l I I 11 IH!#IIII I" , 

FOR Sf.IE or exchange . Magnets , Gems, Nelson Lees , Peru,y Populars, Union Jacks, 
Champions , Sexton Blake Libraries, Boys Friend Libraries , Champion Library, Boys Realms , 
Greytr1ars Heralds, All Sports . 
F . VERNON LAY, 52 OAKLEIGH GARDENS, WllETSTONE, LONDON, N.20 . 
'' ' " IIJI 1 , 111 I+ IU II IH 11111• , 1, , , , ,, ,. ,, II H H • lf l II / oll t ll H t i ti 11111111 II H I! 111111, 111 II llhi 1, tllll l lll II ! I If !I ll lh l 111111 h •t •t '" ' I •, , , ,,, , 11111, , , , "" "I ' IIU IIUII ,,u ,,1,, """' 11111 ' " ' II '" "' ' jj h II I ' "" ' , , , , •• " ",, 

WILL ANY GOOD FRIENDS help me complet e a collection or every GEM rea t uring Till.bot? Your 
price gladlY paid ror any or the following numbers: 686 , 687, 819 , 820 , 878 , 879 , 911, 
940 , 94.3, 944, 91.i,, 988, 989, 990, 991 , 1114. 
JOSIE PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DUUxICH, LONDON, s . E. 22 . 

•,o j, lll " I !I ll II 11, 1, l•H 1111 If to •111111 H II It 11 Il l j H I!• 1111 H H lfl JI / II U 1U1 lilt l fl tlltll II 1111 ll l lfll II 111111111 !I•• !lll ft OIII 1u1111 1, "* '' 1111 •, '" ' 1111111• ot 1f1111t11 1, lj•H / Ill 11111111; ,,i,, U l" 11111111111•111• 1( 0 l ll f ll 1111 ot 

YE OLDE cyNI S),UE INN - Lessons in Practical Book- keeping . First lesson . 
lend them to your friends . 

Never 

ol ntH t lllll"!ll 11\ IIH I II I\ IIHII Hl l l \i\l t ll • olllllltlli1 1111111111!1 ! 1l t llJ 11ot!l •I H ll• ll1IU t l f ll tl l l l U1111 , 11U " l !• U l ot"n l ll 11" t 1t ll l1011 11,11 11,1 " " a•u11111 111""' " ' " l lt ll H l• •• " '! ' '"i ' ' ' '"' " ." '" '' ' ' " t ' ' " ""' '' 



Page 15 
• l l ll lhlU lfllfl llf l lllllfll/ l l l/ll ll ll ol/ tU l ! lt l • l • " l l l ! I IJI II IOIH llll!l ffH lll tt 1t11IIIU t>/I OII IUll lfll lllflfllll l l1ll lt Fl l lt l f!l lll •/H ll ll l 1llll l l l " J lllll ltlfllf ' l'"' "'' ' " ""' ' 'll/ ll"l l l!lfltllt • 1l 1/ ll l/f l llll/lll l lll/l!fl• 

THE CHE'STERFlEl.D MEETING 
(Reported by Harry Broster and °Frank Hancock) 

CIUB 

'Ibis was held at the Hotel Portland on Sunday, June 25th. Twenty at t ended, in
cluding one member each from Merseyside and London. For th e r ecord, the twenty happy 
people were Harr'J and Mrs. Dowler, John and Hrs. Jarmnn, Gerry and ttyra Allison , Mary 
Allison , Elsie Palmer , Jack and Madge Corbett, Ron and l'cr een Hodgson, Norman Gregory, 
Frank Unwin, Frank Case, Bill Lotts, Jack Bellfield, John Tomlinson, David Lancake, 
H~ Broster. 

After an excellent dinn er, the chair was tak en by Nonnan Gregory, who expressed 
pleasure that London and Merseysid e were r epresented. Gerry Allison suggest ed that 
we should consider holding a convention over a long week-end, or even a week, so th at 
peopl e fro m all the clubs coUld come to stay. lt was generally agreed that a national 
holiday, Easter or Whitsun, would be most suitable t or this. 

Gerry Allison gave a re ading from a Red Magnet, starring Alonzo Todd. A di s
cussion, inaugurated by Harry Broster, followed on that vexed question of what we me.in 
exactly by Old Boys• Books. 

"Collect ors• Digest" and its contents also came in tor conunent, and some ~ mbers 
considered that Hamiltonian a , Lee end Blake topi cs were perhaps given too much prominence 
at the expense or other publications. On th e other hand, It was felt th at tr this nas 
so it was only an indic ati on as to where the inter ests of the majority or re aders laY• 
It was agreed that th e relatively small siz e of the c.n. was e handicap to the F.ditor in 
this respect. 

Next came a sweepstake based on the r ecent c.D. competition to find the most 
popular char acter in old boys' books. Each of us drew a slip bearing the name or one or 
the candidat es , the winner, or cours e, not being known at the time of this report. 

Harry Broster set a stiff quiz, won by Bill Lotts. A puzzle by Frank Hancock 
was based on school charac t ers, and this was also won by Bill Lotts. 

Once again , a grand reuni on or Midland and Northern, but this ti me with re -
presentatives of the other clubs. 

MIDLAND 
Meeting held 27th June, 1961 

Held in the Henley Room at the Arden Hotel, this was a good start tor th e 1961 - 2 
year. We had the pl easure or welcoming Frank Case Crom Merseyside and Mr. Grib ble or 
Birmingham. Further joy caine in the welcome appearance , af t er a long absence , or Ray 
Bennett . The new Chairman, Tom Porter , gave a warm welcome to our visitors. 

George Chatham provided the firs t item by a re ading from a 19.30 Gem, dealing with 
the amusing antics of Sktmpole of st . Jim's. Joe Marston gave an account or his Desert 
Island selections which were as follows: (1) 1925 Champion Annual with an article on 
cricket by J. N. Pent elow. (2) s.o.L. The China Seri es. (3) Nelson Lee old series, 
"Jim the Penman." (4) c.D.A. tor 1957. (5) Gem classic ttThe Return or the Torr.

11 
(6) 

Magnet 11BWlter Court" seri es . (7 ) Memoirs of Sir Anthony Eden. (8) Revised editi on 
of the Bible. 

Ted DavfaY gave us the first of a seri es of talks on Frank Richards ' hUIOOur, 
starting off with a bri ef survey or Horace Coker, a favourite character with Ted. We 
wer e treated to some humorous incidents in th e care er of th e Chump of the Fifth. Every 
m1.nute or it was enjoyed, and we look forward to th e second instalm ent. HARRY BROSTER, 

'" 111111! l ll l I• II J1• 1111 II •I H II Ulfll l II II I H II II II 11111, 1 lf l 111111111 I lt! II II II II • ti t l f lu l Ifil l 11 IU I 1111 ti II t lu t1t 111 l lll 11111111/ 111• 11 IUI I! l!IH I 111111 HI lllf t ll ll I I 1• 11111111 ' 11111111111 l<l tl ll lt ' I • s e ere tary. 
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AlE'IRALIA 

This meeting on Ju].y 13th was one ot th e 100st hilarious t o date, and it went with 
a swing from first to last. An ani mat ed discussion on th e results or the c.D. Competition 
opened proceedings. Our eongratUlations to Brian Doyle t or a truly amazing effort. Some 
ot our members would like to know your methods, Brian, as th ey reckon it would bring 
th em a fortun e at the racesl General opinion was pleasure th at Harry Wharton had won, 
but many wer e not so enthusiastic over Billy's pl acing at second. Natural].y, the Blake 
rans were pleased to s ee their cho i ce so well placed, but surpris ed at Tink er's low 
rating. Gri·e.t. show, F.ricl 

We had an enjoyable halt-hour with lett ers from friends overseas, lnclUding Ron 
Hodgson, Bill Hubbard, Frank Unwin, as well as our abs ent 11:1;;rrbers Arthur Holland anct 
Bill Hall. It. was grand to see th e old fami l iar 11Foghorn• agai n, bringing news of the 
activities or our Merseyside friends. · 

A questionnaire rec e ived from the Direct ory of Literary and Debating Societies in 
London was discussed befor e completion by the secretary. It Is hoped th at some interestin g 
cont acts will result from this tri endlY ge sture. 

The r est of the evening was spent in preparing ror th e t ape recording to be made at 
our August tpeeting. Sorry tor the delay, folks, but we are not abl e to obt a in th e machine 
In JUlY. We are having great run doing it, and hope you will have even more in listening 
to it. The evening ended, as usual, in th e local coffe e-sh op, with members toasting the 
hobby in fragrant capuch1no, and making great plans tor their theatrical debut in August. 

BET'l'E PATE - Secretary. 

ME:RSEYS I f>E 
Meeting held 9th July 1 1961. 

This meeting, at Thorndale Road, was w1 thout doubt, the best we have l1ad tor a 
long ti me, the number present being remark ably high for vtiat is generallY a sla ck part 
of the year, dUe to holidays, etc. This enabled us to get away to an early start, v.hich 
was just as well, in view or the many items on the agenda. 

The Chalrmants opening remarits were follo wed by the fin ancial report. vtiich was 
very satisfactory. Frank Case gave an account of his recent wanderings in the Midlands; 
this Included- the get-together at Chesterfield, the meetin g of the Midland Section at 
Birmingham and visits to the homes or Joe Marst on (Burton-on-Trent) and w. H. Goodhead 
(Der by). He was delighted with th e wannth of the welco me r eceiv ed everyv1here, and his 
onJ.y regret was that his f elloW"'members on Merseysid e were unable to shar e his very 
pl easant experiences. 

ttaey thanks are due to Jack Morgan, lionnan Pr ggnell and Bill Windsor tor furn t mtng 
us with a substantial number of books to replenish our library stock, v1hich was becoming 
somewhat depleted. As a consequence much ti me was taken up by l arge sca1e · borrowings, 
and we had to hurry on to other matters, not for getting refreshments, of coursel 

The third round ot the 11Ask Me Another" quiz r esulted in a convincing victory tor 
Nonnan • s team, vtio were In spark I 1ng form, and t.he b lg lead held by their opponents has 
been conslderab].y reduced, muoh to their dismay, no doubt. 

As time was runn ing short, certain ite ms on the progr a'11!ile had to be postponed, 
and we finished with a short discussion on a subject mentioned in a le t ter from Bett.e 
Pate. 

Our next meeting, at Bill Windsort house, is on August 20th, a week lat er than 
usual, as we are hoping to have th e ple asure or the corri.pany of Don Webster, and one of 
our original members, Edna Mervyn (Nrs. -Nuttal l ), Who is back home in Liv erpool tor a 
short holiday from Canada. We need hardlY say how much we lo ok forward to seeing them 
both again. FRANK CASE - Secretary • 
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NCRTHERN 
!1eeting held 8th JUly 1 1961. 

.. 

our Ju].y meeting was a little later than usual in getting under way, for vllich the 
Test Match at Headt ngley was responsiblel Hearten ed by the news of England's great 
victory, brought to us dir ect from the ground by one or two lat e arrivals, we settled down 
to hear the cha innan, Geoffrey Wilde's opening remarks, Mlich were naturally concerned 
with the great topic or th e moment, the result or th e ,.c.Dr popUlarlty competition. 
Neville Vear was present to receive al l our congratul ations on winning th e second 
prize. Three other Northern members also won prizes, Elsie Palmer , Bill Thurbon and 
Georr himself. 

Three of our ladies als o l'«Jn th e prizes i.n the sweepstake held at the Chestei
field re-union, based on the •c .D. • competition - Doreen Hodgson (Harry Wharton), Mrs. 
J ohn Jannan (Bll].y Bunter) and Dorothy Robinson (H. Vernon-Smith). 

Corr espondence dealt with included a letter from our old colleagu e Tony Potts, 
t elling us how nruch he enjoyed a London meeting v.hlch he attended, and another ~rom 
Tom Hopperton, point tng out that this year sees th e 90th birthday of Jack Harkaway. 

The proposed •convention' Ylhtch was discussed at the Chesterfield re-union last 
month, was also given further consideration, Eas ter of next year being augges ted as a 
suitable time, and it was agreed that the Secr etary should write to other branch 
Secretaries on this pOint. 

Gerry Allison gave this month's reading or •Rivals and Chums• by Frank Rich ards. 
Aft er refr eshments, Gerry obliginglY continued this fine story at our r equest, 'l'tllch 
took us on to 9.15 When th e m.ettng termi nated . 

F. HANCOCK - Secr etary. 

LONDON 

The Cumberland turf was at its best in t he very beautiful garden at Excelsior 
House on Sunday, July 23rd, ,men a large gathering met ror one or the highlight 
meetings of the year. Erle Fayne, that ideal host, had everything laid on ror our 
enjoyment and what a happy and jol].y occasion It turned out to be. sexton Blake 
supporters were pl eased to see Howard Baker in attendance and to learn or the forth-
coming new rormat or the "Sexton Blake Library". Eric provided two ot his interest-
ing Items, •Down You Go• and 110ut Of The Bag" plus r ine· souvenirs. Bill HUbbard 
rendered a good talk on P. G. Wodehouse, Don Webster gave his Castaway Companions, 
Bill Lofts a "Northern Quiz", Brian Doyle a general knowledge quiz, Horace Roberts sent 
along bis Nelson Lee catalogue of what he has for loan, and Roger Jenk ins did exoellent 
business with his Hamiltonian library. An excellent tea was provided by Eric and the 
ladies. What more could we want? The good folk, who put the Xmas Bunter shows on 
were pres ent. Probably another one this year. Thus the sylvan settings or the 
garden with th e squirrels and robins, reminding one or Dr. Looke•s garden at creytrtars, 
was an ideal meeting place. The gratefUl thanks or all present were extended to Erle, 

Saturday, August 12th, 5 p.m., Is the dat e ot next meeting at No. 9, The Glebe, 
Blackheath, London, s.E.3. Klnd].y let Horace Roberts know It at tending by writing to 
his Streatham address or phone STR. 0499. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN. 
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SEXTON BLAKE TODAY 
WALTER WEBB reviews the latest novels in the SE:XTON BLAKE LIBRARY 
._.a=• - u . w , - • ., • -.- _ · 

THE TELEVI$j9N ..tfillDERS (No. 4]i) ................................................... .... ............................ }!, A. BALLlNGffi 

There's been quite a fishy aspect about recent publications. Last month it was 
sardioes and lobsters. '!bis month we are orrered lobsters and Crabbe and a sprinkling 
or shrimps. All or which does not quite add up to the whale or a yarn, though it's a 
jollY good one for all that. 

When Jason Barnet was murdered during a T. V. perfonnance , the onlY sympathy 
offered him was shared amongst those who never knew him .• 

Let do~n at the last minute on a date, a disconsolate Marion switches on and be
comes one or the millions of viewers to witness Ban-iet•s ·murder. Thereafter, betng the 
onlY member of the firm to have seen the crime, she is entrus t ed by a paternal Blake to 
carry out a series or enquiries into the motive behind it. And does everything expected 
of her, including an interview with an eccentric artist, v.ho makes a suggestion not 
expected - by an embarrassed Marlon, at any r ate.-

The threat hovering .over the West Brit a in Television Company is dispelled When 
Blake, not tar behind his pretty aide , exposes th e o:·iminal mind behind the plot to 
destroy it. 

Intelligent handling or an interesting theme and some deft touches of humour make 
this a very easy-to-read novel. 

Rating ... .. .............................. Vecy good. 

VO~. FOR VlOIENCE (No1 ljBO) ............................................................ ........... . .. ... ................. GILBERT JOHNS 

When offsprings view with unconcealed delight the nrurder of one or their parents 
then, obviously, t hat particular pare nt has been guilty of conduct justifying such an 
unnatura l r eeling 1n the souls or the children. And eertainlY Simon Fishers, despite 
his commanding position in the social sphere, inspired evecy shred or hate directed to
wards him both within and outside the ~ircle or his fa,~ily. Even money, Which can bUY 
most things and dispel others, could neither buy r espect nor dispel the loathing many 
felt for Fishers. His wire, Thelma, wished him dead. So did his son, James and hfs 
daughter Shella. John Spenceley, a young politician, threatened to ijill him. 

When Ftirs was blown up in his car, death and suspicion descended on an unhappy 
and respectab amilY. Into 1ts poisonous atmosphere came Blake, efficient and under-
standing, top npoint the killer. 

In the top flight, this i s a reallY grand novel - dramatic, suspenserui, neatlY 
executed and well-written. 

Rat in?, ....................................... Excellent • 

•••••••••••••••• 

GENffiAL COMMENTARY 

SET-BACK FOR TINKER: In view of the strong appeal or the Hamilton characters , Sexton 
Blake' s achievement or attaining 5th place int.he POPULARITY CCNTF.ST was commendable. On 
the other hand, Tinker's failure to rise above 16th place was an eye-opener - until you 
started casting round tor reasons to show why such a huge margin as 347 votes should 
d ivide him from his chief. Then certain major !actors become apparent to indicate why a 
once very popular boyhood favourite should fall so heavilY from grace whilst another, 
who, at one time, r esent>led him so closelY - Nipper, to wit - should cache over 100 more 
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vot es. 
The difference between the old Blake and the new is not near].y so marked as ts 

th at between th e two Tinkers, or course, for, l'ihereas Blak e , s ave for being built on 
broader lines and with featur es more humorous than as cetic, ls still, fundamentally, 
the Blake mo earned our regard in th e old days, Tinker• s reconstruction has been 
drastic. No long er a youth, but a man, blonde, and - on occasion, a dumb one , at 
th at - he surfers as Eric Fayne suggested l ast month, Crom the inconsistencies or 
thos e who hoodle him • . We w1derstand and admire Blake as a man who knows what be is 
doing and where he ls going, but Tinker appears as a man at th e cr ossroads, hesitant, 
and with no fixed obj ective in view. How oth erwise can the r eader smn,,,up ffl'len he finds 
him chaperoning Marion one month and chas ing ted-h eacls the next? 

One reels - a~cording to one •s ideas on the subj ect - a cert a in amount of 
amus~ent at Tinker's errorts to gain the recogniti on he so obviousl.Y strives tor, but 
this desire on his part does not exactly inspire affection in th e hearts or the re aders, 
the majority ot whom probably reel that r ed-heads - and blondes and brunettes, come to 
that - should be Splash Kirby's particular pigeons and that Tinker shoUld confine his 
attentions to the one who serves his chief so efficientlY in Berkeley Square. Pr obab].y 
this ls the reason whY Tinker prompted so tew vot es. 

* * * * ltMlt * * * * 
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~ WANTED - fv1AGKIET 884 I -- -- -
• As reported l a~t month, the Northern Section _ 

Library has suffered the grievous loss in the post, of : . 
· the · above J1,1agnet - "Slacker .and Captain." It comes 
. from the seri es which Eric Fayne has described as 1 the : 
- great est school ·story of the Century.' 

. If anyone can help us to re place the copy, we offer 
: the sum of £2-10-0 for this single Magnet. : -
_ Alternatively we would give any t welve of the · 

following Magnets for No. 884. Magnets - 1159, 1243, · 
- 1314, 1315, 1318, 1355, 1356, 1363, 1368, 1372, 1373, 

1383, 1386, 1390, 1393, 1394, .1395, 1398, 1400. · 
-. 

. Please write t o the librarian: Gerald Allison, : 
3, Bingley Road, Jl,lenston, Ilkley. 

: ( Or 1 phone Mens ton 3980). 
-
. 
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,. St. Jim'• w ine! " " Well bowled , Cleeve ! 0 · ' B n w o ! ' ' T ? <?> j u n1o r s ... 11i"g Et ! ,·e:u nt1 Clet"v& .,nd th 11ri1 p et1 1, l tn o:i the 
be .ck and Jabb ed him In th• rlba , Nobody At thAt rn \."rH ~ 11t v..-,,.i fd i,,,vt • s t•Ppo se d t h .it Victo )• Cl e o,;~ W :l t- u ,o m o~\ 

unpo pular f'-"11,.,,..... i ,, tho:: a.d ~1·:l l , I I ' r l , 

FAMJIB SERIFS NO, 10. High Summer - and cricket f ever in th e air . This mon(.h we bring 
you a Macdonald picture Crom the Victor Cleeve series which appeared in the Gem 1n 1928. 
It ls notabl e as the onl.y genuine series which reached th e Gein•s pages in that year. 
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THE WIZARD OF OZ 

You have heard of the Wizard of Oz and "al l the wonderful 
things he does!" It seems to us that the Wizard is an also -ran com
pared with Frank Richards. Mr. Richards' latest achievement is a 
Bunter story in Latin, "ULTIO BUNTER," illustrated with "still s" from 
one of the early T.V. series, and published in so eminent a publica
tion as the Times Educational Supplement. I>1r. Richards, commenting 
on it, makes th e following observation; 

"Actually , I wouldn't wonder if quite a number of schoolboys 
found it an agreeable change from Caesar." 

~le wouldn't wonder either. 
The following is an extract from a recent letter from Frank 

Richards: 
"The T.V. reviews in C.D. interested me very much. I thought 

'Double Bunter' extremely well done. Gerald Campion at his best. 
Such slips as allusions to Mauleverer 1s ' father ' instead of •uncle' 
do not, of course, emanate from the author, and must have struck many 
viewers as odd, since Mauly couldn't be I Lord I Mauleverer in his · 
father's lifetime. Careless actors will do these things. 

I like the review of ' Billy Bunter at Butlins '. But that 1tie
up1 is quite imaginary. I have never met IYJr. Butlin, though I had, of 
course, to obtain his permission to make him a character in the story. 
Holiday Camps are now so universally popular that it seemed a good 
idea to land Bunter in one: and even George Orwell, if he were happi]y 
still with us, would I think ad.mi t that the topic was not out of date. 
The coincidence of the monogram occurred to me as th e groundwork for 
a 1 comedy of errors. ' The book was published unusually eai~ly in the 
year as especially suitable for holiday reading. Seaside sunshine would 
be a little out of place in the rain and fog of October." 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The introduction of a real person into the 
stories is not unique. filany years back, in an early 1-'lagnet, the late 
King George the Fifth had Harry Wharton presented to him, and chatted 
with the Greyfriars junior. It must have caused quite a sensation at 
the time.) 

******* ** 
NEXT l10NTH. "GEI1S OF H.ru,IILTONIANA" and "LET'S BE co11TIOv'ERsIAL" 

will be back as usual . 
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THE M AN WHO CA ME BACK 
By Eric Fayn~ 

At last I made up lllY mind to go back stood still, and the years rolled back . In 
to St . Jtmt s. For weeks I had . had that those few fleeting seconds I was back tn lllY 
irrepressible longing to see 11le old carefree boyhood, and r eady to play tor my 
school once more, to hear the boyish House again . 
laughter , to feast rrry eyes on the love - I crossed the ground to the paYilion. 
liest sight in the world - the cricket Swarms or fellows in flannels were there , 
field bathed In sunshine , and dotted with eyeing me with curiosity and with some 
v.tilte-clad figures, while lads in bright resentment that I was invading their sacred 
blazers relaxed tn the shadow of the tr ees sphere. Twenty-five years ago I could have 
round the boundary ltne . How lllY heart joined in their chatter and talked loudlY 
ached as the mental picture passed before on school politics. 'l'wenty-r !ve years ago 
me1 Why had I wa ited so long to revisit I ;xiuld have been surrounded by cheerful 
the place which , secretly , I loved more pals . Now I was an Interloper - less than 
th311 any oth er on earth? a nobody. 

Yet, with that intangible longing iltth a beating heart and some temerity, 
was intenningled a doUbt, an uncertainty , I I tapped a bright-raced youth on the 
almost a fear . For more than a quartez- , shoulder . He turn ed and eyed me in cold 
century had gone by, and I knew that the I surprise. 
old place must know me no more. ii.';. "Excuse me," I said. A frog rose in lllY 

CarefulJ.y I took lllY ol d school tie throat , and I spoke nervous!y. "What is 
rrom the mothballs, and, with tender, i the game this afternoon? " 
shaking hands I fastened it round lllY I "The game, sir?" He cast a glance 
neck. Then I set off on Ydlat was to be j across th e groW'ldo "House mateh on Little 
the best or the worst day or lllY life. j Side . New House versus School House. No 

At Wayland I changed trains. In the ! game on Big Side. · The seniors are play ing 
old days , we always changed at Wayland, i away. 11 
leaving the main line express and boerding ! n1 see - a junior House match on Littl e 
the little npush and pull" which chugged i side . r rm in luck , aren ' t I?• I smiled , 
its way out to Rylcombe and beyond. I l!, and he raised his eyebrows in polite quest -
wondered whether the funny little train ton . "By the way, I 'fll an old boy•" 
would still be running, vhether it might i The ghost ot a grin flickered across 
have been swept away before that heartless I his face, and I wondered mether I had 
jugg ernaut - Progress. I expressed nvself badly. He nodded patron-

It was still running. Caked on the I !singly . 
carriage windows was the some grime mtch j · "Oh, yes? Do you want to see the 
had never been washed away in twenty-! tve ; Headmaster?" 

' )!ears. on the seat of rrry compartment was 'I I shook nv head. 
a scattering of crumbs vhl1ch I felt sure 1 "Not just yet. I t m an old School House 
I had dropped when eating a sausage-roll as ! man, by the way. • 
a fag. l I felt his manner grow frosty. 

At Rylcombe I caught a glimpse of old 1 "l ' ~ so sorry . " He flicked an imaglnury 
Trumble, the porter, ~anged but little ll speck of dust from his spotless white 
witb the passing of the years. He had trousers. "Excuse me, sir . I ' m wanted 
always seemed elder!y to me. He seemed l with lllY eleven." 
no older now. . 1 He raised his cap and left me. 

At St. Ji m's I made imr way to the ! several other white-clad figures passed 
cricket ground. The same. Yet how di f- ' by. I felt inexpressiblY lonely . I even 
t ere nt. For a few exquisite momemts I J began to feel annoyed. Years ago, as a 
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SChool House prefect, I had been a blood. 0 1 was a School House prefect before 
a great man - hero-worshipped. Then I I left," I ventured t1m1dlY. "tv name ts 
enjoyed a pride which I have never Fayne." 
experienced since. And now - now I found His race crumpled into a smile. 
11\YSelt forgott en, neglected - a nobody. "I'm a School House chap, str. Tom 

A fellow approached roo. He was com- Merry of the Shell." 
pletelY sur e of himself - as I can never I shook hands with him. 
be sure of fl\Yself again. H Is red and n I once made 63 in a school match when 
mite blazer was thrown carelesslY over I was here,• I voltmte ered, proUdlY. 
one shoUlder. He wore his St. Jim's "Oh, yes?" he said. 
,ap on the back or his head, but with n1 hope you don't think me guilty of 
an air or authority. As I had once worn lift," 1 added naively. 
mine. His blue eyes twinkled 1n his sun- "Lift?" 
burned raee, and I became acutely con- i He raised his eyebrows. 
sctous or 11\Y own mite, pasty complexion. I "SwankL" I explained. 

1 Can I help you, str?" he enquired. 1 0hL RollL" he said, with a laugh. 
•our game Is about to begin. It you would •Not at all, sir.• 
care to watch the game fro m her e , there I realis ed sadl.y th at I was out ot 
are plenty ot deckchairs -" touch with St. Jim's slang. 

11Are you a School House boy?" I ven- "The School House was a grand place in 
tured to ask, ignoring his invitation. rey day, 0· I munnured. •Y0 u don't know how 

He pulled his cap a little further luckY you are, Tom Merry. I think I•d 
over his mop or curly hai r. and regarded 

1
1 give a year or 11\Y lif e to play cricket on 

me ourlouslY. Little S icte aga in.• 
•Yes, sir. I'm junior House Captain He regard ed me curious}y. 

as a matter or tact.• •would you, sir?• He cast an eye 1n 
•I was a prefect once," I muttered. the direction or the group or fellows 

"l &ore a cap like yours a long ti me ago - standing under the score board. With a 
more than twenty-five years. I wonder word or excuse, he left me, arrl scudded 
What became of nur cap. I wish I still across to his friends. I saW him standing 
had It.• in conversation for a couple of minutes, 

He stared at me, and I - I, mo had and a very elegant young cricketer, sporting 
once snapped out orders on that very a monocle, turned and scrutinised me. I 
ground for illIJlediate obedience - blushed saw him nodding to his skipper. 
under his keen, clean gaze. Tom Merry hurri ed back to me. 

•Didn't you look after it?" he "We're playing New House juniors this 
asked coldly. afternoon,• he said, •woUld you care tor 

•Yes, I think I did tor a tlrne." I a game, sir? Only a junior game, ot course , 
faltered a little. "But, you see, it but tr you'd like a knock -• 
was so long ago - things get mislaid or · My heart thumped with excitement. 
thrown away---• I n1 should love lt," I replied, en-

His clear blue eyes once more made !,'. thusiastlcallY. •But - I have no 
me· reel like a dead caterpillar In a mit es --" 

' helping or cabbage. Tom Merry ran an appraising eye over 
•You•re an old st •. Jim's man, and me. 

you didn't keep your school cap. What a •1 reckon we can lend you a pair," he 
pity& I don't remember seeing you here said. •1•11 send Lowther to snaffle a 
before, sir---" pair tor you fro m someffhere•" 

uNo, this ts the first time I have •How splend1d1 11 I yapped , in my joy. 
come back. You see, I live so tar away - 11But I hope the NeV'I House skipper won•t 
I am a very busy man - you see how things object. You see, I once made 6.3 -• 
are? 11 Tom Merry smiled. 

•I see.• Hts tone showed me plaln]y "I'm sure Figgins will be quite de-
that he did not see at all. lighted," he s a id. 
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so I changed 1nto whites, just as I I cricket in the old days - I lifted my bat. 
used to do twenty-five years ago. In the 

1
1 The ball •.mlpped ln from the oft as th ough 

changi ng roo m I chatted gaily to other rnem- Ii jet-propEil ed. I hardlY saw lt. I almost 
bers of th e eleven, telling them ot the overbalanced with the impetus ot the 
things we used to do, and expl aining how terrific swipe, and th e clatter or lllY 
boyhood had deteriorated in the years since I shattering wicket told me the worst. 
I was a lad. They listened politelY. \ Ther e was a ripple of applause, which 

The School House t eam batted first, ! may have been tor me but was probab!y for 
and I was invited to go in third wicket ! the stout bowler. 
down. As I cross ed to th e w lcket a I With bt:rn tng cheeks, I made my way t o 
ripple of cheering came trom the New House j the pavvy. As I took oft my pads, Tom 
field. I thought this very sporting, for i Merry came up to me. 
they must have realised that I was a rod in I 11Harcl lines, Hr. Foyne," he said klncl!y. 
pickl e. I He had no intention or patronising me, 

A lad named Talbot was at the other i but th e irony or th e situation struck me. 
end, and he smiled his encouragement. I I I said no more ot the 63 which I had onee 
waved my bat 1n the air . j made. 

n I once mad.e 63 on this pitch," I ! Tom Merry declared vtien the score stood 
called out . i at 138. An Austral tan l ad th ey called 

I took middle md leg. Then I stood j Kangaroo had accounted for 40 of thesa, and 
upright for a !Ull survey of th e field. 

1 
Tom Merry himself had scored Y,. I began 

A very stout youth named Wynn was bowling, i to wonder ;,,tiether the present generation or 
and I felt th at I should find it easy stuff. i St. Jim's f ellov5 was so inferior, aft er all. 
He had set his field very wide, and a I 11I•m sorry I disap point ed the side," I 
thrill of pride passed through me t o se e ! v.h ispered to Tom Merry as we went out to 
so rnany t ieldsmen WEfY out near the boundary. i t ield. 

"Playl" aalled out the stout bowler. I "Not at all, " he replied. "Where do 
The ball c31!le down, and I struck ! you usually t lelct, by the way?" 

wildlY where I thought it was. A lump I "Oh, somewhere f a irly deep," I said. 
of turf flew in the air . The wicket • •You chaps will lik e to fe el you have a 
keeper returned the ball. I smiled at hi m, ! good man t o snap up anything difficult ." 
a t ath er sickly smile. ! The skipper nodded , and tossed the 

"It's good to be back,• I remarked, t ball to a r ather supercilious youth they 
apropos or nothing. i call ed Cardew. I viasn• t particulerl.7 

"01' cours e." : keen on him. I had heard hi m make an tm-
He did not smile. H ls eye was on th e pleas ant re mark after I bagged my ctuck. 

bowler. I could hardlY believe IIzy' eyes Cardew set his field. He called out to 
when I saw ',~n calling his field in me. 
clos er. A youth named Redfern, handsome "Fayne , further out l Further round l 
as a Greek god, fielding at old-f a shioned I said further roun dl More r ound1° 
point, came to a place which was decidely MechanicallY I obeyed him. Twenty-
neW""tashioned right on !!IY doorstep. Mid- fiv e years ago !'would have been a big bug, 
on came to wipl easant promimity. Sl 1ps giving orders. Now I was a mere nobody Who 
stood very near ood very expec tant. No- had made a d\.!Ck - taking orders. 
bodY was posted near the boundary now. My I Cardel'I was a spin b~ler of quite con
t irst stroke seemed to have given our op- , sid erable mert t, and he was interest Ing to 
ponents the illi)ression that I was a 1

11 
watch though I did not like him personally. 

r abbit . I, mo had once made 63 on Big Once th e ball buzzed out DtY way. I 
Si de. I gritted nw t eeth . I would sh~ I dived after it. As I ran, there was a 
them. patter of t eet behind me. A youth named 

"PlaY1' called the stout bowler. Bl ake passed me, gathered up the ball in his 
Oetennined th at nothing should defeat stride am return ed it with a throw Which 

me ~'his ti me - with a fix ed resolve to I coUld not have equalled in a thousand 
show th ese fellows how we used to plaY years. This performance was r epea t ed 
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! 
several times during th e next halt-hour, 
dUrlng vilidl time the bowlers call ed to 
me 11Fayne , deeper, pl easeio or 11Fayne, 
come In a bit1" 

By and by, tv«:> New House men, Figgins 
and an Indian lad named Koumi Rao, became 
set and the runs mounted. 

I suggested to Tom Herry that he 
should let me have an over, It the New 
House Skipper did not think the School 
House players were taking an lD'lta lr ad
vantage. 

It seemed that the New House skipper 
did not mind at all. Tom Merry tossed 
me the ball, and I set my ti eld. 

Figgins knocked 4 oft Il\V rtrst ball, 
4 orr Il\V second and 4 off Il\V third. 

Tom Merry began to look slightlY 
anxious. 

nKeep orr th e leg, Mr. Fayne ,• he 
called out, and there was a. marked edge 
to his vo ice. 

I s ent down a ru11 toss for lltf fourth 
ball, and F igglns got right undern eath 
It. It soared over th e boundary for six. 

I was pergplring rreeiy. How I got 
thr ough that over I shall never know. 
The sixth ball of the over fl ew out or Il\V 
hand and ttt the square leg umpire on the 
chin. He seemed irrit ated, and I telt 
that my profuse apologies were inade
quate. 

, catch or mine should be the talk or the 

1

1
,i school tor months to come. 

I backed, I ran forward. And then 
Il\V heart ta i led me. Still with bands 
cupped, I closed Il\V eyes. 

The ba ll did not touch Il\V bands at 
all. It t ell, with a hollow pong, clean 
on the top or Il\V head. 

I sat on the ground alXI roared like a 
bull. 

They carried me to the changing room, 
and while the game was still going on, I 
folded Il\V tent like the Arabs and silentlY 
stol e away. 

Which House v«:!n that memorable game 
I do not know. There was a he aviness at 
Il\V heart in the knowledge that never 
again could I r ecall the days vbich are 
gone, the years Yllioh the locust hath 

, eaten. Once I was a great man - a blood, 
l with the power, authority, and influence 

or a king. I played Il\V part tor a time, 
all too short, in the world or school. 
The curtain t ell, and I became a nobody. 
A nobodY I must remain till the end of 
Il\V days. 

I have onlY one consolation. I was 

i 
a St. Jim•s man once. 

--------------- -- -----
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES The School House plaYers, at the end 

of my over which had added 27 to the New 
House score, were still polit e to me, 1 No. 59, MAKE ROOM FOR YOlR UNCLE SAM, 
but I sensed that their cordi ality was I 
wear

1
tng thin. ,I ~Y Ho:1~st: tlhthlnktithat tht oFsleshor uTs 

r etir ed to a place in the deep. ore no e ac ons o er , 
Soon my chance came. i Fish, a dislike of things American by 

Figgins tried tor anoth er six, this i,'.· Frank Ridlards, are taking the author tar 
ti me ott the boftllng or Cardew, but It too seriousl.y and forgetting that be is one 
was falling short or the ·boundary. A or the great writers or hU!llOrous school 
high, dropping ball was coming towards me. stories. Hts comic masterpieces are, in 

•t1r. Fayne! Mr. Fayner.o came a roar r eaders• memories, almost lnvarlablY ovex-
o.r voices. shadowed by his gripping and suspensetUl 

I squared Il\V shoulders. I cupped my dramat le work and possiblY it ls tor this 
hands and backed. I woUld show them at t reason that his comic characters are taken 
last how we played cricket In the old days. ! more seriously than Frank Richards Intended 
Down, dom. I backed, I ran forward. ! when he invented them. EgpeciallY Is this 
Down, down. Silence bad fall en on the J true or Fishy, a character it must be ad-
ti eld. ! mltted vilo app ears to hav e no endearing 

My t eeth were cl enched. I would show ·1 Qualities but v.bo, and this ts Import ant, 
them all something ln the way or catches i ls always good tor a laugh. If he had a 
which they would never forget.. This ! side we could admire how much less value 
, , 11m 111t1>llll llllf lll fll l tlllfll/l ll tllll/ltllllll II II 

1 1 
, , 

1 
} as a comic character he woUld be. Anotller 
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criticism or this character ts that no American in real life has ever been beard to utter 
in the staccato slangy fashion used by FtshY. But here again , Frank Richards was not 
trying to duplicate actual speech but on}y an approxi mation ot it tor comic effect. The 
author wasljl in tact, inventing comic sounds suggestive or some types of American speech. 
Ir he had F1sbY talk in the way he would in r eal lite, there would be little indication 
that he was "Transat lantic." Written Engl ish as she is used in Brit a in and America does 
not differ all that much, but th e sound of it is different. Frank Richards• American 
Junior is given runny sol.D'lds to eject and therefore he is meant to be not taken serious}y 
at all. To talce Fisher T. Fish as an expression of Frark Rich ards ' antl-Americanlsm ts 
misinterpreting the author•s use of this admirable toil to th e"decentness• of boys like 
Wharton, Cherry, Nugent et al. He ts, in fact, mere].y re stat ing one or his beliefs v.bich 
ts th at all for e igners are tunny, ther efore th ey roust be portrayed in such a way as to 
accentuate their essential runntness gid di fference from the English charact ers v.bo 
surround th em. Think or Herr Schneider, Mos soo, Wun Lung and the aliens or t.he Fr1az
dale Academy; one and all are figur es of run • 

. 
RON CROLLIE: I agree with you that it is unlikely that Frank Richards is anti-American. 
Fish, in his earliest days, was not an unS,Ympathetic char acter. He was boastful. inept, 
and clumsy, but he had redeeming features. In one story, Frank Richards states 11The 
American junior was not without pluck" - and at the time of Bulstrodes attemp t t o r ega in 
th e capt a inc:y or the Remove, Fish was a supporter or Wharton. 

One the other hand, there is plenty of evid ence that Editor Hinton had anti
American bias. and it makes one v.onder whether editori al pressure was put on the author to 
make Fish less attractive. 

PersonallY, I would have been happier it FishY's charact er had developed along the 
lin es ot the American boys you describe so aptly :- •precoc ious •• and very jolly f ellows.• 
No doubt there are American boys as bad as Fish, but for such a character to be port
raYed as the onlY representative of his nation at an English school is not exact}y a 
friend}y gesture towards a friendly country. 

COLIN WYATT: Strange to say, unpl easant thoUgh Fishy ha s sometimes been, I have never 
reallY disliked him. I would certainl.Y never accuse Frank Richards of being anti-American 
just because or the way he handles this one char act er. I have always found Fisn' s 
exaggera ted character rather amusing, and without him Greyfriars could never be quite the 
same place. - - - - - - - - -

TELEVISION REVIEWS 

BUNTER GOES TO VENICE (Jul.Y 1st): With its colourful ba.ckgrot.mds or the city of canals 
this was an entertaining little play. Gerald Campion, as usual, was perf ect, and the 
lad who portrays Lord Mauleverer is good, and could obviously give a tip-top perf onw.nce 
under better direction. The of fence given t o the ir ate Italian was sad}y Inadequate, for 
it was on the tact or Bunter throwing a paper bag over his shoulder th at the rest or the 
plaY depended. sure}y it should have been possible for Bunter to give much more positive 
cause ror annoyance to the gentleman Who l ate r became grat eful to the Owl. 

All told, a novel and reason ablY entertaini ng it em, 

BUNTER GOES TO NAPLF.q: (JulY 15th): our critic missed this one, but genera l report ls 
that it was not one· or the best. 

------- ----- ANOTHER T.V. REVIEW 
on Page 31 
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EDITORIAL 

~ ·f 

1 UNEASY LIES THE HEAD •••• " 

As Edtt or or COLLECTORS• DIGEST lt is nw job to give r eaders what they want. and 
t o study the wishes of th e minority as well as ot th e majority. My main gu ide Is ob
tained from r eaders' letters, of Y.hlch, in the past twelve months, I have received 
over two thousand. So t ar as I can judg e , our prograrrme meets with general approval, 
though an individual r eader will comment "I should like an article on such and such a 
paper." Whenever It ls possible I try to meet those wishes. 

At the Chesterfield reuni on, some reaqers offered criticism, as they were per
fectiy entitled to do, that the Digest does not give enough variety - tbat articles on 
other papers awaY fr om Hamtltonl ana , Lee and Sexton Blake should be presented. I think 
(and every month I have the brain-searing problem of getting a quart Into .a pint mug) 
t.hat we do touch upon a great many papers apar t tram our regular ColU!llls. The only way 
we could give you more variety is by suspending the ·Ccltllllls. WoUld many readers want us 
to do this? 

Each month, bef ore anything else CEii be considered, I have t o plot out the space 
for Blak!ana, Lee, Hamlltonian a , and the Club reports. Then t.here are th e news Items 
and the reviews, v.hlch it ls our duty t o present t r the Digest is to provide a r~cord 
tor years to come. And the advertisem ents, which are interesting and useful, aPart 
trom helping towards our heavy overhead expenses. The pictures are not essential, and 
they occupy space, but certainly large numbers of r eaders delight In th em. 11Yotn's 
Sincerely," tnevitablY cut to the bone, is an enonnously popUlar item. 

We coUld , ot course , give you an occasiona l c.o. with none of th e regUlar 
features , prov id Ing the articles were forth coming on the • other papers·.• Our colllIIll lsts 
might welcome an occasional holiday. Certainly they deserve one, th ough they never ask 
tor it, bless their hearts. Their loyal support, in tact, is a wann comfort to your 
baldi ng, greying editor. So v.nere do we go from her e? As I said earlier,~ job ts to 
please you. · 

By the waY, In case you are tn doubt, the ru11 quotation part or which bead s tbis 
It em, ls "Uneasy lies the head that wears the Ice-packed t owell 11 • 

INITIATIVF.: We were delighted to hear or the sweepstake which was run at the Chester
field meeting on the result of our Popularity Poll. Anything o! the sort ls enormouslY 
encoura gi ng and turns the spotlight on c.o. endeavours an::l uooert.akings. We congsatUlate 
and thank the gentleman ~o thought or the Idea, and those who backed it up. 

CLOSING THOUGHT: A re ader writ es to ask v.hether tt ts possible tor him t o borrow Sexton 
glake stori es Crom a club library. Most ·or our clubs have Hamilton and Lee librari es , 
open to borrowers, but we do not know of a Blake library. I t might be worth consider
ation . 

THE EDITOR, 
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SCOUTiliG ECHOES 
By i4J. Thurb ,€ln 

I was veF.f interested in Mr. Lofts ' article on "Scout" . I think 
the first seri§.l;which appeared in it was "The Phantom Battleship" by 
Rupert Chesterton , but its most famous early story was "Boys of the 
Otter Patrol, " the first of a series of scouting tales and the fi~st of 
a number of patrols created by E. le Breton }iartin. The Scout Book 
Club , which was launched just before the war, issued t he Otter Patrol. 
In the foreword to the edition , it is said that a ¥.tr. Frank Lamburn was 
given the task of getting together the material for the first issue of 
the paper , and he decided that a story ·with a strong scouting interest 
was the best way of attracting boys to the movement . 

He therefore commissioned E. le Breton t~artin (already a popular 
boys' author) to write a serial ab out a patrol of scouts. Martin was 
sent away to study sc outing at first hand, and was given a copy of 
"Scouting for Boys" as a guide to the Chief Scout ' s methods . Thus the 
first scouting serial was born . 

In addition to the authors mentioned by r,1r. Lofts, I remember, from 
1913 , serials by Robert Leighton about the Canadian Mounties - especially 
"The Red Patrol " and Leighton ' s "Sergeant Silk" was nearly as well known 
to readers as was Dimmock' s later Sergea..vi.t Dufsee. Percy F . \>lestennan 
was writing also before t he 1914 w·ar • .Jack Hargreaves ("i•lhite Face " ) 
wrote a lot about woodcr aft and Red Indians in the Scout of the early 
war years before he went off to found a movement of his own. 

I am interested in Mr. Lofts ' inf'ormation abotit Horace Phillips 
and his connec t ion ivith "Scout" . ."Cheer Boys Cheer" became , I think, 
the brown- covered "Boys ' Journal", and this no doubt explains Phillips ' 
serial "The Honour of a Scout" in that pa.per . 

It is interesting how scouting stories appeared in all ki nds .of 
boys' papers up to about the early 1920's . There was Jack Finnemore ' s 
"~lolf Patrol" stories in the 1912- 13 Champion; scouts at Greyfriars 
and St . J i rn' s; and , in the early 1920 1s, the excellent serial "Scouts 
of the Boghold Patrol" in Churns. 

Then the stories seemed to stop , al though there have been quite 
a number of literary references, en passant - e . g • . Gladys ititchell ' s 
detective stories . I suppose Scouting was ceasing to be a game and was 
becoming a movement. 

Incidentally , ~ong the artists was .J. Abney Cummings, who ill-
ustrated the Jack, Sam & Pete tales in the Marvel • 

• , ,, u 1•,,11 11110 1•111•H tlJ IIJ ll lll t ll Ul l l ' !t ll " " ' ' " '"'' " ll" llll l ll t lt ll , 1/1! / 1f l lll/ l HH I U lllllll""""'" ' ll"'"' ' " " ' ' " ' '" " ' ' ll•Jlllll lf fl'" '" ' ''"' '" ' '-' '"" ' ' """''"' " '" " ' ' ' "IJ ""' ' " ' ''" ' ' '"" " 1•11u , "' 



• 

• • • II , 111f111/l l flll Ill l ll!I II 11111111111 / I II lf •I II U l /111 /I !IH I IIJIII Il l IHll II f llllf l ll II l l llll II fl /11 11•11 t l"fll f l l !I lf OJl 1fll l H ll ll tl l l/ lf Hll l lf !lf JI Jii i • l tl 111111•11 HIIHIJfl " IIH 1111111 Jlt l 11 'II IIHl I llf llll ~~~ ll •ll~9 

l)ours Srncere/y 
(Interesting ite ms from the Editor's post-bag) 

• • 
• 

• 

! • 

• • 

• 

" • 

• 
• 

• 

. 
' lr. ,11.:. , .. ::..· !, <., .. ....... ;;.;.;.~~l'!N.i.,..~~~~~·-· . ~ 

• • • 

HOW T"tlEY BEGAN. No. 10 

1Jo. 1 of "Boys' Ginema", a journal de
voted, more or le ss to screen stories, 
illustrated ·with stills from the films. 
Commenced December, 1919 and ran till 
V.tay 1940, a total of 1063 issues. 

* * * * * 

NOTE - Scores of letters have 
been received in praise of 
our last issue giving the 
·results of the Popularity 
Contest. The Editor expresses 
his grateful thanks to all. 

TOM HOPPERTON (Scarborough): 
Re June Controversial Echoes, 
Mr. Dinsdale is surely wrong 
in regarding Gussy 1 s sub
stitution of "w" for "r" as 
not being an impediment. I 
was at school with a boy who 
suffered in th.is way and I 
recall with some embarrass
ment how I laughed, in com
pany with the class, when a 
fool of a teacher used to 
insist on his reciting 
"Wound the wagg-ed wock the 
wagged wascals wan." I . 
should j magine it is caused 
by inability to vibrate the 
tongue, but it nrust be ad
mitted that people who would 
never smile at a stammerer 
might be amused by a Gussyish 
pronunciation. 

NEVILI.1<"1 VEAR (York): As 
regards the reasoning I 
adopted, which won me the 
second prize in the Pop
ulari ty Contest, it seemed 
to my mind that several 
characters were an absolute 
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must for the Top Ten. I was confident that 'Wharton or Bunter would be 
the top t, ·ro, but ·which to place first I coul d not decide~ but finally 
deci ded on Bunter . I al so f elt sur e t hat Smithy, Quelch, Tom Merry 
and Blake vrould be high in t l1e li st . I could · not make up my rcind about 
Quelch who, I t hink , is a vrond~rful cl1aract er; who made t he Magnet as 
mucl1 as i'lharton or Bunter . Sexton Blake , too , I fe lt would be high on 
th e list . I obtained some idea of the general opinions of various 
char act ers by reading through a large number of issues of the Digest . 

J . ~1ARSTON (Burton - on-Trent) : Congratulations on th e very int er esting 
compet ition which inde ed confirmed who are th e t op favourites . I met 
Frank Case of th e Liver pool clu b recently , and all that Herber t said 
of the Brotherhood is inde ed t rue . 

FRANK HANCOCK (Leeds) ; The r esult of th e competition is certainiy a 
triumph for Greyfri ars . What gave i t th e edge over St . Jim ' s is~ I 
believe , that it had Charles Harr.ri.lton ' s mor e exclu sive attention , th e 
number of substitute storie s being less and r e- prints non- existent . I 
think Rookwood 1s poorer showi ng is due to two facto r s: A. I t s much 
shorte r run . B. The unwieldly size of the Boy' s Fri end w·hich, if it 
gave t he paper individuality , certainly ensure d th at f e1,rer copi es would 
be preserved for posterity . 

BASIL ADAM (Ne,vcastle): Th.e July number of Collectors ' Digest i s wonder 
ful - t he finest c.D. I have ever r eceived . 

GEORGE SELLARS (Sheffi eld) : I did expect to see Ta lbot in the Top Ten . 
Nobody will ever co11vince me that any Greyfr iars cl1aracter is bett er 
t han Tom Merry, Talbot and Gussy. 

WALTER ~ING ( Cbingford) : I 1-ras fairl ~ onfident t hat Har ry Wharton 
would top the pol l. I have always though'1li m }"'rank Richards ' outsta nding 
character , and, outside the Nel s on Lee Library, he .was my favourite . 
Largely , I think , because he had some human fault s , and Frank Richards 
could be r eli ed upon to build a r eally good story round his failings as 
well~ round his many good points . 
JOIB'J GEAL (Kingston) : When next you visit the OBBC please give the m my 
regards. I still think of the old gang - keep saying I'll come along 
one day to renew the pleasure I had when meeting them regularly . 

--· ·-------
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vmAT O.E'J.i'ERS or EXCHANGES for oth er O.B.B. 34 (2d) Union Jacks, 
1922 on. 2 ( 1 d) Union Jacks, 1914-15. .11 ( ~) Marvels 1897. 
1 (1d) Marvel 1915. 1 (~) Vanguard 1908. 9 (1d) Boys • Fri.end, 
1908. 1 ( ~) Boys Fri en d 1900. 1 Contlc Cuts 1944. 1 number 1 Comic 
11Topper" 1953 . 19 (1d) Boys Heralds 1910 - 11. 6 r!Iixed ~oys Frie nd, 
and Foot ball and Sports Librari es . 80, 7d, 8d, 9d, 1Gd Sextcn Blake 
Libr aries. 1 volume "Fun" 1862. 
J . LENNARD, 22 L.A..RCH STREEI', HIGHTO\•lN, I'1.AfJCHESTER, 8 0 

HAttILTONIANA - T.V. REVIEW 

BUNTER GOES TO NICE (JUlY 22nd). This. the last or the present series, was artless 
but quite entertaining. The climax was a real rib-tickler, with Mr. Quelch stating 
that he looked in at the Casino . drew out his handkerchi ef• and a ten-Crane bill fell on 
to the gaming table. He round the croupier pushing a considerable quantity of money 
towards him. On the strength or this windfall, Quelch,stood a (eed to his charges. 
CertainlY not our idea or Quelch - but the laughter was irr esistible. 

BUNTER PLAYWRIG}IT AT EDINBURCH FESTIVAL 
' 

r·Iaurice J\1cLoughlin, tl1e writ er of the Bunter stage plays, and 
keen Greyfriars enthusiast, has the honour of bavjng a play accepted 
for the Edinburgh festival. The pl ay "A LETTER FRO~l TF..E GENERAL" is 
being presented by a strong cast from 19th August till 9th September, 
eveniDg3at 7 .30, matinees Tuesday a"ld Saturday. Any of our Scotdt s 
readers, or oth ers on holiday in the north, who enjoy a powerful, · 
gripping story, should not miss this remarkabl e play. It is a far 
cry from the Bunter plays, and shows our famous reader at his very 
best. 

* * * * * * * 
Ail'lOST THIRTY .YEARS A.Fr.ER! 

By VIC COLBY -- -----
Recently I scanned the contents of several of the latest issues 

of "Film Fun 11 to reach Australia, and noticed a series of stories 
calle d ttThe Happy Company", the names of the author and artist r1ot 
being mentioned. 

Looking at the-illustrations, I felt sure they were drawn by 
Fred Bennett, but wondered whether he would still be alive and 
illustrating. 

Within a matter of days, on browsing through a copy of t he 
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1932-33 Chums, I beheld the originals of the Film Fun stories! 
Same title,characters,and illustrations, same coverage on each story. 
The author's name was given as Reginald Grunden, the artist's as 
Fred Bennett. 

The Film Fun version of each story is somewhat abridged and a 
few words have been changed. The illustrations, are, however, 
identical. 

It would appear that this series started in the Film Fun of 
11/2/61, corresponding to the 1st Chums story of the series to be 
found on page 550. 

I do not have a copy of Film Fun 11/2/61, but I do have the next 
7 issues, and the 11Happy Company11 stories in these correspond to 
11Chums" stories Nos. 2 to 8 respectively. 

As there were 24 stories in this series in 11Chums", we can 
perhaps look forward to a similar number appearing in Film Fun. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FOR SALE: 
Film Annuals. Hollywood Preview 1946, Preview (10) 1947 to 1950, 
1952 to 1954, 1956 to 1958. Picture,oer (8) 1950/51 to 1957/58, 
Western Film .Annual (3) 1953/54, 1956 57, 1957/58. Picture Show (18) 
1935 to 1939, 1941, 1'942, 1948 to 1951, 1953 to 1959. Fan's Own 
Annual 1959, Film .Annual 1948/ 49, Movie Review 1947/ 48 Stars Off the 
Record (undated), The Film .Show Annual 5 different, no dates. 
Holl7§ood Album {9)1, 2, 4, 6 to 11. Film Review (13) 1945/46 to 
1957 58. In-ternational Film Annual No. 1 • 1957, Daily Mail Film P..npual 
1947 to 1949. Picture Parade (2) 1951, 1952. Who's Who on the 
Screen 1957. All 5/- each plus postage. South African monthly 
Film f·'lagazine FILM WORLDS No. 1 April 1957 to January 1961, complete 
(cost 2/-) - 46 copies. £2. 10. o. plus postage. South African 1/
weekly film magazine STAGE & CINEMA, complete run Nov, 1954 to 
Aug, 1960 - 297 copies, also odd copies 1947 to 1954 - 78 copies. 
Offers. 
A. J. SOUTffi'lAY, P.O. Box 4,, BEACONSFIELD, C.P. SOUTH AFRICA. 

* *** * * * ***** * * * *** * 
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